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A Warm Welcome  

About Us  

We are a small, Independent Day School located within the rural farming hamlet of Coton in North 

Shropshire. We provide education under Section 98 of the Education and Skills Act 2008, for children 

between the ages of 5 and 13 years.  

 

As a school community, we are culturally considerate, psychologically informed, unconditionally 

inclusive, and welcoming of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Our curriculum is 

thematically designed, and considers the National Curriculum, whilst not being bound by its 

requirements.  

 

Our education pedagogy places intrinsic value and importance upon the benefits of the natural 

environment and the interconnectedness between health, well-being, being outside and being in, or with 

nature.  

 

Our school setting promotes the importance of emotional safety, sensory integration, and social inclusion 

for all children. We achieve this through the value that we place upon our attachment to nature, nurture, 

and the world around us. 

 

Outdoor Life and Learning Principles  

We believe passionately that human health and psychological well-being are supported by our 

relationships with the natural environment. At Acorn Wood we promote the inherent human inclination 

to affiliate with the natural world, by spending as much time as possible learning through, and with 

nature, whilst enjoying the great outdoors. 

 

It is evident through research, that time outdoors promotes and enhances emotional well-being and 

supports brain-state regulation for children and adults alike. For every 45 minutes of indoor-focused 

learning time, our children have a mandated 15-minute social interaction and brain-state regulation 

break. This is outdoors and is incorporated and included within their timetabled school day.  
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Outdoor Life and Learning Opportunities 

Acorn Wood promotes the natural environment as a key and central part of the school curriculum and 

academic ethos. Children are taught the values of nature, nurture, kindness, and respect, through a 

school setting that models its own vision and practice-based principles. 

 

Set within two acres of rural farmland, our children have access to areas of nature, learning and play 

through:  

 

Two acres of rural farmland and green space Small animal care 

Woodland walks and wildlife wonders Horticulture 

Acorn forest and base camp Gardening 

Sports and physical activities Woodwork 

Natural art Planting and cultivation 

Picnics outdoors Harvesting 

Den making and den building Barefoot sensory spaces 

Our primary aim is to enable children to be truly inspired, motivated, included and engaged, in both 

life and learning, whilst having high expectations for all. We achieve this through our nature and 

nurture-based curriculum, which is interwoven throughout the fabric of our setting and embodied 

within the congruence of our relationships. 

 

Our approach ensures that every child’s development, alongside their social, emotional, and cognitive 

needs, underpins all aspects of school life.  

 

The Curriculum Structure 

The curriculum structure and design are differentiated across three stages, which typically reflects 

learning from Pre-National Curriculum to Level 2, spanning Key Stage 1, 2 and 3.  

 

Children are not allocated to classes based upon their Key Stage, which is the traditional method of 

group allocation for schools, but based upon their social, emotional, developmental and 

communication stage.  
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Learning is planned and differentiated to support individual needs, based upon Education Health 

and Care Plan (EHCP) requirements, and our Acorn Wood, Individual Education Plans. Children are 

encouraged and supported to work alongside peers, who maybe outside of their age range, but 

assessed as emotionally and socially compatible.  

 

The curriculum intention and its pupil-centred design offers both thematic and flexible implementation, 

in recognition of the individual strengths and areas for development of each child welcomed into our 

setting. 

 

We recognise that the accumulation of knowledge, behaviours, and skills that our children can draw 

upon, will demonstrate their cultural awareness, knowledge, and social competence. We believe that this 

is one of the key ingredients, which a developing child will draw upon to be successful within society, 

their relationships, their social circle, their career and ultimately within the world of work.  

 

By recognising that pupils can aspire to be successful both academically, and in the wider areas of their 

lives, we know that they need to be given rich and sustained opportunities to develop, grow and increase 

their cultural awareness.  

 

For us, cultural capital is the recipe for social engagement, developed through intrinsically motivating 

social access and social asset opportunities. We believe that the provision of a blended, cultural recipe, 

will in turn increase pupils’ desire to aspire and achieve social mobility, from whatever their starting 

point.  

 

Social communication skills, social inclusion, and community interaction, according to the child’s needs, 

are central to our model. 

 

‘We provide a safe, warm, nurturing, responsive space, which recognises a child’s aching and 

primal need to be seen, heard, considered, loved and included.’ 
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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)  

These four broad areas provide an overview of the range of needs that may be included in our    

school, or considered at the referral stage: 

 Cognition and interaction  

 Cognition and learning  

 Social, emotional, and mental health  

 Sensory and/or neurodevelopmental  

The following needs are not considered to be SEND, but we recognise that they might impact 

on a child’s access to education, academic progress, and attainment: 

 

 Anxiety, stress, and emotional 

distress 

 Being a child adopted from care  

 Being with kinship carers or 

guardian/s 

 Being a child in care 

 Separation, grief, and loss 

 Being a child separated from 

siblings  

 Developmental trauma  

 Mental-ill health  

 English as an Additional Language 

 Unmet attachment needs 

Pupil and Adult Ratios  

All pupils attending Acorn Wood benefit from high staff to pupil ratios to ensure that nurture, routine, 

safety, containment, trust, and predictable boundaries are woven through every naturalistically occurring 

interaction. This supports academic engagement and social and emotional progress. *Each pupil learning 

group will be supported by a ratio of two teachers to approximately six children.  
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Our Commitment to All  
 

 We will ensure that all pupils with SEND, additional needs and vulnerabilities will have 

their needs identified to support academic progression, good physical and mental health, 

and emotional wellbeing. 

 

 We will ensure that every child is protected from harm and that every effort is made to 

enable our children to learn and grow independently. 

 

 We will ensure that all children can access a balanced curriculum, differentiated where 

appropriate. 

 

 We will ensure that all pupils with SEND are able to fully access the curriculum based on their 

emotional stage of development, by providing extra support or additional resources where 

appropriate, and by removing barriers to learning. 

 

 We will meet the needs of all pupils with SEND and additional needs and vulnerabilities, whilst 

holding pupil-centred planning at the heart of our provision.  

 

 We will plan with, and for our children, whilst listening, learning, observing, and reviewing their 

individual needs, in full collaboration with the child, their parents, caregivers, education, health and 

care services, both prior to, and alongside the child’s unique journey through our school. 

 

 

‘There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children.’ 

Nelson Mandela (1995) 
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Environmental Design  

Build Design: Exterior  

Against a backdrop of pine spruce, incorporating the Scandinavian influence and characterisation of 

minimalism, simplicity and functionality, our beautiful school building has been architecturally 

designed to draw upon living beauty and the colour of nature. Our learning spaces have been 

created to provide an abundance of natural light, with plentiful views to the outside, capturing the 

culture and rural landscape of the surrounding area.  

 

Built using Abodo Eco Timber; harvested, sourced, and shipped from sustainable rainforests in 

Auckland, New Zealand, our school-build design provides children with an important and critical 

connection to the health of our planet and the purpose of our world.  

 

Building Sustainability  

The exterior and interior design includes the use of high quality, natural and sustainable materials, 

such as metal, leather, wood, wool, and linen, juxtaposed with rugs and textiles to soften the feel of 

the space.  

 

The build design is highly influenced by the importance we place upon our connection to nature, 

through a combination of blended texture contrasts, soft hues, natural shapes, light neutral colours, 

wood tones, and colour pops of bright accents.  

 

Build Design: Interior 

The interior school design utilises modern lighting and an industrial twist, with elements, such as 

dimmers, spotlights, shelf lamps and pendant lighting. Neutral and natural colours and materials 

have been used throughout to create a clean, soothing, and sensory affect for children and adults 

alike.  

 

We know that colour is a very personal choice, and different colours can ignite different feelings, 

responses, and emotions within all of us. Our neutral colours are designed to calm and connect the  

child, whilst providing the opportunity for choice and colour connection. 
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Soft furnishings are used throughout, with an abundance of indoor plants, books, rugs on heated 

floors, and a variety of textiles to meet both sensory learning and physical needs, which are 

respectful of body and brain-based alignment, as a basic human and learning need. 

 

Our simplistic design creates a sensory and visually relaxing learning atmosphere, whilst giving the 

entire space a cosy, contented feel, described in Danish as Hygge; pronounced ‘Hue – Guh’. Hygge is 

a Danish concept which we embrace to create a psychological and physiological feeling of 

contentment, comfort, joy, and well-being, for all members of our school community.  

 

The interior space within our school has been designed with an easily recognisable, sequential, and 

logical order, with a layout that encourages independence and interdependence across a safely 

designed environment. Our design concept offers routine and predictability, alongside opportunities 

and respite from over stimulation. 

 

Our indoor learning spaces have been carefully planned and duly considered to take into account both 

our brain and body states, emotional regulation and the stress response system. Our curriculum is 

adapted to meet the individual needs and interests of the child, whilst capturing and inspiring their 

imaginations and promoting a passion for life and a love of learning. 

 

Lighting and Acoustics  

Lighting and acoustics have been carefully considered to set the tone and mood for brain-aligned 

learning and engagement, whilst minimising background noise, echoes, and sound reverberation.  

 

Acoustic control is determined by the function of the space. Activities requiring a high level of focus 

are likely to take place with a low stimulus approach, which is environmentally adapted to support 

focused learning and engagement.  

 

Natural lighting is used to make our learning spaces feel bigger and brighter, whilst white walls emphasise 

available light. Plants, flowers, and other botanicals are used to brighten up spaces and breathe life into a 

room. Minimal use of window dressing allows natural light to illuminate indoor learning space and 

provides an unrestricted window to the world. 

In Scandinavian countries, light is considered a life source, and to acknowledge this we have created 

different forms of lighting, both internally and externally, to provide calming illumination across the 

entire learning community.  



Acorn Wood Prospectus and Practice Model Morgan, S. (2022) 
Shropshire Academy and Learning Trust (SALT) Registered in England No:10319930 

9 

Heat Below Our Feet  

Underfloor heating provides an invisible energy source which offers an ambient temperature, without 

the need for visually distracting radiators. The temperature can be controlled separately in each area of 

the school, allowing for warmth and comfort throughout.  

 

Using attractive and high-quality materials, we are expressing the value that we place upon our children, 

school colleagues, families, and visitors. Each design detail offers a statement of inclusion for our learning 

community, and respect for nature and the wider world around us. 

 

Community Living and Community Learning  

At Acorn Wood, we view learning as a communal experience. All teachers are addressed by their first 

names, and families, caregivers and professionals are viewed as equals within the education partnership.  

 

All members of our school community, including visitors, wear slippers, non-slip socks or indoor clogs 

whilst inside the school building. This subtle sensory approach provides a calming, regulating, and 

grounding feel to the school, whilst reducing noise, improving hygiene, and helping to support 

relaxation and positive learning engagement. The differentiation between outdoor and indoor 

footwear also provides a psychological separation for children between the expectations of inside 

and outside learning time. 

 

The principles of educational neuroscience, alongside mind and brain-state regulation inform all elements 

of school life at Acorn Wood. There are no bells to indicate the start of the school day or a change of 

lesson, and teacher voices are always low in tone, kind and compassionate. We believe that the magic of 

education lies entirely in the way that we build relationships within our community, alongside the 

interactions that we have with our environment.  

 

Mealtimes and the Provision of Food  

We have interwoven the egalitarian principles of social equality and social inclusion throughout the heart 

of our school. Our foundations for relational connection and healthy community interaction ensure that 

children and adults eat together; to underpin the important aspect of set mealtimes, to structure the 

school day and reduce the possibility of food anxieties. Meals are of high nutritional value and children 

are involved with meal planning, shopping, and menus as far as possible.  
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Children and adults have their own set place at the table to ensure that predictable mealtimes, space, 

and place setting routines are familiar and structured. All children have their own plates and personalised 

enamel mugs to support belonging and sensory needs.  

 

We have clearly set routines and expectations around food serving and food sharing to ensure fairness 

and equity, and to reduce food worry and concern. Meals will be served by an adult, rather than collected 

or self-served. We believe that emotional love, pro-social modelling, and unconditional care at mealtimes 

is as equally nourishing as the food that we serve.  

 

Our Model of Practice 

Our approach to learning and relational connection is evidence-based and grounded in neuroscience. The 

theory of attachment also recognises the impact that unmet social, emotional and SEND needs can have 

on a child’s social and functional development. Our model of practice is influenced by the work of Dr 

Bruce Perry and Dr Dan Hughes, and carefully blends the concepts of both Neurosequential Brain 

Development, with Playfulness, Acceptance, Curiosity and Empathy (PACE).  

 

PACE 

Influenced by the work of Dr Dan Hughes, PACE guides the adult in the relationship to remain 

emotionally present, whilst demonstrating to the child that they are available to meet their needs.  

PACE focuses on the whole child, and not just simply the child’s presenting behaviour. PACE is a way of 

thinking, feeling, communicating, and behaving, which aims to make the child feel psychologically and 

physically safe. Educating with PACE increases feelings of safety and security for the child, through 

healthy reciprocal engagement, whilst offering limitless possibilities for progress, learning, development, 

and growth.  

https://ddpnetwork.org/glossary/child/
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Neurosequential Development and Brain State Regulation  

The Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics™ developed by Dr Bruce Perry is not a specific intervention 

or a technique, but a developmentally sensitive and neurobiologically informed approach to recognising 

that the brain develops from the lower regions of the brain; the brain stem, where bodily functions such 

as heart rate, breathing and body temperature begin, to the limbic system; the mid brain, responsible for 

our emotions, memory and behavioural responses, to the cortex; the higher regions, which are 

responsible for more complex functions, such as language and more abstract thinking.  

 

By acknowledging a sequential approach to brain development, we recognise that children who are 

neurodiverse, those who may have experienced early life adversity, relational and developmental 

trauma, and those with disrupted or distorted patterns of attachment, require brain-aligned strategies to 

ensure that they are unconditionally accepted for who they are, and where they are, socially, emotionally 

and developmentally.  

 

A sequential approach to learning and engagement allows the child the much-needed time to develop 

trust in the adults, through increased social and emotional engagement opportunities and enhanced 

opportunities to seek comfort, resolve conflict and engage in relational repair. This approach serves to 

decrease vulnerability and provides increased opportunities for both social development and emotional 

growth.  

 

At Acorn Wood, we know that brains learn deeply when they experience emotional safety and relational 

connection. This intrinsic concept is held at the heart of our school, and at the centre of our practice. We 

commit to ensure that inclusion, healing, and trauma recovery is interwoven throughout the fabric of our 

community.  

 

Through a relationally sensitive lens, we empower the adults within our learning community to gently 

build connected relationships with a child during the referral, transition, admissions, and induction 

phase.  

This approach ensures that a healthy reciprocal relationship is gradually developed, and the child is safely 

prepared for the routine and cognitive demands of the more formal learning environment, where they 

are enabled to learn, thrive, develop, and grow.  
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Regulating the Nervous System: Curriculum Based Connection 

We know that relationships support change, and that building safety and trust within the environment 

and with the adults is imperative to inclusion. Trust helps a child to feel and believe that everything will 

be okay. To support this principle, we are respectful of the child, their family situation, their cultural 

heritage, and life experiences. Family and caregiver connection in our community is vitally important in 

helping children to learn, heal and grow.  

 

To support relational development, our curriculum is developmentally matched, and it is both relevant 

and rewarding in support of the individual child’s cognition and learning needs. We also know that our 

brains learn best when they are enabled to try new things repeatedly to grasp them more fully, through 

learning opportunities that are designed to be both fun and interesting. This ensures that stress hormone 

levels are reduced when cognitive demands are increased, whilst developmental needs are met with 

patterned, repetitive experiences. 

 

Cognitive development and learning repetition facilitate the process of new skills and knowledge being 

transferred from our short to long term memory, through acoustic, visual, and semantic encoding, with 

the intent of developing a well-constructed and detailed schema within our children's minds. (Sweller et 

al. 1998) 

 

To support this approach, we use big-muscle activities and exercise, such as jumping, climbing, running, 

throwing, hopping, and skipping to help to regulate brain activity. This approach empowers the nervous 

system to get back on track if the child is dysregulated, so that they can be co-regulated and supported to 

overcome obstacles that they may have faced in the past.  

 

We teach children what it feels like to be in a regular, unaroused brain state, so that once they are in that 

state, they know how it feels. To support this, we also teach and encourage rhythmic-based strategies to 

equip the child with the self-awareness tools to support them safely back to a relaxed brain-state. 

Rhythmic learning and rhythmic practice are introduced through activities that follow a strong, simple 

rhythm, which is most soothing to the human brain.  

 

We aim to help children to understand their ‘brain state’ and brain sequencing, to determine which 

rhythmic activities suit them best. This might be activities such as bouncing, swimming, biking, batting, 

drumming, singing, music, yoga, pottery, kneading, gardening, animal related care and beyond. 
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We will work with each individual child and their family to identify which might be the most effective 

regulation strategy. This information is then used to compile a relationally informed Brain-State 

Regulation Plan, which is led by the connected educator through observation, assessment, and regular 

involvement, whilst being centrally informed by the child’s needs. 

 

The Brain and the Nervous System  

At Acorn Wood, we help our children to understand their developing brain so that they can gain a basic 

understanding of its central function, alongside its responsibility for our choices and actions. Our age and 

stage friendly approach supports children to understand their own nervous system and its role in relaying 

messages back and forth from the brain to different parts of the body via the spinal cord, particularly in 

times of excitement, stress, and distress.  

 

We help our children to understand that the brain controls what we think and feel, how we learn, what 

we remember, and the way that we move, think and talk. But it also controls things that we are often less 

aware of, like the beating of our hearts and the digestion of our food. 

 

Through evidence-based approaches and our understanding of the brain, nervous system and the sensory 

system, our children are nurtured through a whole brain and body approach to teaching, learning and 

inclusion.  

 

We have built a school community that provides children with the opportunity to be included 

unconditionally, whilst being supported through their natural curiosity to reach their full potential. Our 

learning environment is supportive, flexible, responsive, and nurturing.  

 

Our families and caregivers are unconditionally welcomed as an integral part of our school community 

and included within our psychologically informed training and support model.  

 

‘I firmly believe that nature brings solace in all troubles.’  

Anne Frank 
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Our Gateway to Every Child’s Success Model© 

Embedded and woven throughout the provision is Our Gateway to Every Child’s Success Model©, which 

has been developed based upon simplistic, but socially important life and living principles, whilst 

incorporating the 4C’s of our core values.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Gateway to Every Child’s Success  

 Good Manners   Sociability  

 Responsibility   Curiosity  

 Resourcefulness   Compassion  

 Respect  Good Humour  

 Empathy   Gratitude  

 Acceptance   Kindness 

 Tolerance  Harmony  

 

The School Day 

The school day is carefully structured to ensure that regulation routines are interwoven through a 

relational and connected approach to brain-based and brain stem considerations. For every 45 minutes of 

1. Creativity

2. Connection 

3. Collaboration

4.Communication
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indoor-focused time, children have a mandated 15-minute social interaction and communication outdoor 

break, which is curriculum incorporated thematically, and included within the school day. 

 

 

Our approach includes both indoor and outdoor sensory learning opportunities, brain-state aligned 

activities, co-regulated exploration, emotionally supportive touch points and psychologically informed 

approaches to brain-state regulation. 

 

Our curriculum offers innovation, creativity, and flexibility, which builds upon our explicit knowledge of 

the difficulties that some children experience through exposure to early childhood distress, adversity, 

neurodiversity, family separation, pain, grief, and loss. 

 

We are a community with warmth, care, support, and curiosity at our heart. We make space and time 

for professional collaboration, teamwork, love, creativity, and we embrace a shared responsibility for all 

our children. 

At Acorn Wood we believe that positive and welcome expectations must be pro-socially modelled, 

explicitly taught, and supportively developed, through an abundance of human interaction, positive social 

Acorn Wood  
The Structure of Our Day 

Lesson and Break Times: 
Morning 
 
09.15 – 9.30 Community Connection and 

Breakfast (Registration) 

09.30 - 10.15: Focused Learning Time  

Mandated 15 Minute Regulation Break and 

Snack  

10.30 – 11.15am Focused Learning Time  

Mandated 15 Minute Regulation Break  

11.30 – 12.15pm Focused Learning Time 

12.15am – Shared Lunch and Social Connection 

Time 30 minutes  

Lesson and Break Times: 
Afternoon 

12.45pm – 1.30pm Focused Learning  

Mandated 15 Minute Regulation Break  

1.45pm – 2.30pm Focused Learning Time with 

shared stories, community connection and positive 

transitional endings  

14.30pm – End of the Acorn Wood Day  

Meet and greet with parents, caregivers, and 

chaperones 

Children should be collected form the Welcome and 

Wave Off Area next to the Fire Assembly Point 



Acorn Wood Prospectus and Practice Model Morgan, S. (2022) 
Shropshire Academy and Learning Trust (SALT) Registered in England No:10319930 

16 

connection, and caring intervention.  

We support all children to feel physically and emotionally safe, warmly welcomed, and inclusively 

supported. As a social, emotional, and academic learning community we ensure that the impact of 

trauma on life and learning is understood, embraced, and explicitly considered. 

 
At Acorn Wood:  
 

 We know that positive and welcome expectations must be pro-socially modelled, 
explicitly taught, and supportively developed, through human interaction, positive 
connection, and caring intervention.  
 

 We know that children access learning when they are in a safe and supportive 
environment, where their mind and body are balanced, and they are supported to 
develop friendships and interact socially.  
 

 We know that positive connection across the school community is a crucial part of 
human, social and emotional development.  

 
 We know that positive connection occurs within the context of safe, attuned, and 

reliable relationships.  
 

 We know that with time, trust, patience, nurture, and inclusion, interwoven within 
a safe and nurturing environment, children can demonstrate a significant ability to 
respond well to pro-social modelling from caring and attuned adults. 
 

 We know that unconditional inclusion supports academic engagement, whilst 
developing social and emotional development and personal growth. 

 

‘Human relationships are the foundations of our school, the connectors of our classrooms and 

the humility of our hearts.’ 
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Our Beliefs 

Relationships 

We believe that learning, teaching and human behaviour, are inextricably linked. 

They are interwoven through a relational approach to social, emotional, and 

academic progression. 

Strengths 

We are all valued members of a learning community. We regard any adult, parent 

or child asking for help, in any area of need, as displaying a strength rather than a 

weakness.  

Safety 

We strive to create a community where all members feel safe to learn, safe to 

question and welcome to contribute, whatever their role or connection. 

Inclusion 

We know that by teaching and modelling social, emotional, and positive relational 

skills, to and with our pupils, we will ensure that inclusion is held at the forefront of 

our minds and the centre of our hearts. 

 

Our Approach 

Our Community 

We pride ourselves in offering a school community, which provides children with 

the opportunity to be included unconditionally, and supported through their 

natural curiosity, to reach their individual potential. 

Our 

Environment 

Our build design offers ‘space and place’ for children to learn and play, in many 

ways; in pairs, in small groups, in larger groups, by themselves, at tables, on the 

floor or standing up – wherever they feel safe to learn.  

Our Focus 

There is no focal centre to the classroom; this reflects that the teacher is not the 

focus of the children’s attention, but that the class are all one community learning 

together. 

Our Lives 

Children at Acorn Wood, learn alongside other children, based upon their social, 

emotional, developmental and communication stage rather than their 

chronological age. 
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Admissions, Fees, and Expectations 

Admissions  

Our admission arrangements for all pupils are in accordance with national legislation, including the 

Equality Act 2010. This includes children with any level of SEND; those with an Education, Health, 

and Care Plan and those without. 

 

We provide an individual and child-centred learning experience, designed around the pre-admission, and 

identified layers of support required to meet the child's individual needs. 

 

Assessed support will be provided to the child based upon: 

 

 Preadmission information/ EHCP  

 Preadmission visit to the school 

and home  

 Planned needs identified  

 Initial screening and initial assessment 

of need during the referral phase 

 

Once a child’s needs have been assessed, the SEND team, with parents and/or caregivers and the 

child (if/where appropriate), will decide whether the school can meet the needs of the child. The 

needs of the whole child will be taken into consideration during this process. 

Our systemic consultation model is embedded across the school, by our Consultant Chartered Child/Educational 

Psychologist and our Clinical Lead and Consultant Psychotherapist.  

 

Fees  

Fees may vary according to each of our pupils’ individual requirements. *Where one to one pupil support 

is required, the fee will be considered on a sliding scale in line with pupil need and associated cost at the 

referral stage. 
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Clothing Items and Equipment  

 Learning and Lounge Wear; t-shirt, sweatshirt, shorts, trousers, and slippers  

 Wellington boots for outdoor learning  

 Waterproof coats and trousers  

 Clogs are needed as a ‘slip on and slip out’ option  

 Equipment, resources, and materials (provided) 

 

Meals (Fee Inclusive) 

 Nutritious breakfast: 9.15am   

 Nutritious hot or cold lunch: 12.15pm  

 Nutritious snacks  

 Fresh fruit will be accessible throughout the day  

 Unlimited access to fresh water  

 A selection of caffeine-free herbal teas and fresh fruit juices will be provided  

 Hot Chocolate - will be enjoyed during our base-camp circle of courage and kindness 

 

Sundries (Fee Inclusive) 

 Public examination fees  

 School trips and visits (excluding residentials) 

 Cross curricula activities and field trips  

 

 

Notes  

 We ask you to let us know in advance of any sensory needs regarding food, clothing, and 

materials within our pre-admission application and consent pack.  

 *Transport is not included in our fee model 

 

Transitionary Support  

Additional fees are charged to provide 1:1 transitionary support and pre-admission outreach. This 

important process provides the child with a relational ‘anchor point’ to support the connection between 

their current setting and Acorn Wood. For children with anxiety difficulties, attachment needs and for 

children in general, a school change can be worrying and overwhelming, which is why we advise on a 

proactive and relational approach to new admissions, inclusive of parents and or caregivers.  
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Ongoing Support  

The level of support each child requires will be reviewed annually in conjunction with the parents, 

caregivers, and commissioner. Reviews will be undertaken formally through the Annual Review Process in 

the case of children who are subject to an Education Health & Care Plan (EHCP) and through the school’s 

pupil-centred progress monitoring and reporting process for all other children. Children who require 1:1 

support will be considered in line with our pre-referral assessment of needs.  

 

Local Authority Funding 

Many of our pupils have an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and are placed and funded by their 

Local Education Authority. Please enquire with your Local Authority if your child may be eligible for a 

funded place. 

 

Invoices 

Fees and charges are notified one-term in advance. Payment is due on or before the first day of the 

succeeding term. An administration charge is levied for late payment. 

 

Parents, caregivers, and commissioners must give one term’s notice in writing to the Head Teacher 

before withdrawing a pupil from the school. Fees will remain payable in lieu of notice. 

For further information on fees, please contact SarahMorgan@shropshirealt.org.uk 

  

mailto:SarahMorgan@shropshirealt.org.uk
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DfE School Registration 

The Proprietorial responsibility for Acorn Wood lies with Shropshire Academy and Learning Trust (SALT), 

a not for profit organisation, specialising in education and children’s social care. SALT is Registered in 

England: Registration Number: 10319930 

 

Acorn Wood is registered with the Department for Education as an Independent School: Registration 

Number: 893/6043  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Inclusion, healing and recovery is at the heart of our education and social inclusion vision.’  

 

 

 

 

 

Policies Available Upon Request:  

 

1. Admissions and Attendance Policy  
2. Relationships and Behaviour for Learning Policy  
3. Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy  
4. English as an Additional Language Policy  
5. Curriculum Policy  
6. Anti-Bullying Policy  
7. Health and Safety Policy  
8. First Aid Policy  
9. Complaints Policy  
10. Data Protection Policy  
11. Equality of Opportunity  
12. Safer Recruitment Policy  
13. Staff Discipline, Conduct and Grievance  
14. Accessibility Plan  
15. Allegations of Abuse Against Staff  
16. Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy  
17. Whistleblowing Policy 
18. Ofsted Reports 

 
*The school holds a live and Single Central Record of recruitment and vetting checks.  
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‘Children need love, respect, empathy, felt safety and unconditional understanding to help them 

to learn, grow, thrive and survive.’ 

School Contact Details 

School Office Number:  01948 880639 (8.30am – 4 pm) 

Address: Acorn Wood 

 Watery Lane  

 Coton  

 Whitchurch 

 SY13 3LR 

Email:  SarahMorgan@shropshirealt.org.uk  

Type of School: Independent  

DfE Registration Number: 893/6043 

Unique Reference No (URN): 148192 

Maximum Number of Pupils: 30  

Age Range: 5 – 13 years (Under 11 upon admission)  

Fees:                                                   Available Upon Request   

Proprietor: Sarah Morgan 

Contact Details: 07968 086169 (Term Time and Holidays) 

Correspondence Details: As above  

Head Teacher: Ms Sarah Morgan  

Head of School:                                Ms Lisa Gulley  

Safeguarding Lead/s: Ms Lisa Gulley and Ms Sarah Morgan   

Chair of Governors:                         Mr Laurence O’Dwyer    
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